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2341 September 21, 1900 

Sanitary resolutions passed for Port Limon — Mail and baggage to be 
fumigated on the wharf. 

Port Limon, Costa Eioa, September 7, 1900. 
Sir: At a meeting composed of Dr. Aguilor, port physician, Dr. 
Woods, of the Louisiana State board of health, Dr. Steggall, passed 
assistant surgeon, the governor of Limon, and myself, the following 
in closure was suggested : 

Inclosed find a copy of the new quarantine regulations. The disin- 
fecting house should be completed in a day or two. 

Mr. Jno. M. Keith has offered to fill in all low lots, holes, etc., at the 
suggestion of Dr. Aguilor and myself. I consider this a good move. 

In section 12 of the suggestions made by the physicians of Port Limon, 
I objected to saying that we consider Colon, Panama, Cartagena, Sava- 
nilla, and Barranquilla infected. I do not know that they are, though I 
suggested that these were dangerous ports and that they should be 
treated as infected. 

Respectfully, J. Geey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. V. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon General, 

77. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosures.J 

As far as we know at present there is no case of yellow fever or other epidemic disease 
in Limon, yet we do not pledge ourselves to declare the town healthy or not healthy ; 
we wish to discuss measures to clean Limon and to prevent an epidemic of any nature, 
especially yellow fever. 

Resolved, First. Owners of houses to be compelled, at their own cost, to keep their 
houses inside and outside clean to the strict satisfaction of the health officer. 

Second. That water traps (to prevent sewer gas escaping) be put at every corner, since 
at the present moment at some corners the stench is horrible and dangerous. A separate 
sewerage and surface-water drainage is recommended, the system at present being worse 
than the old cess-pit system, although there is only about 1 per cent of houses connected 
with the drains conduit. 

Third. That the present deposit of rubbish (in front of Mr. Copa's house) be changed 
to beyond Cieniguita Bridge on the way to Banana River. 

Fourth. That the cause of all deaths must be certified to, and the officer at the burial 
ground do not allow any burial without medical certificate with the Government seal, 
any unknown case of death to have an autopsy performed by order of the governor at a 
fixed fee. 

Fifth. That all stagnant pools be filled up to grade, either in yards, under houses, 
or in open lots. 

Sixth. That in all cases of suspicious cases of infectious disease the premises be thor- 
oughly fumigated and disinfected. 

Seventh. That the presence of tramps without occupation or lodging quarters is dan- 
gerous to the public health. 

Eighth. That the establishment of public "excusados" would be beneficial to the 
health of Limon. 

Ninth. That isolation hospital is urgently needed, the present accommodation on the 
island being incomplete and not provided with all necessary equipment. 

Tenth. That all houses be connected in a sanitary manner with the sewerage (See 
No. 2). 

Eleventh. That quarantine be rigidly enforced. Bills of health to be strict. At 
present we often receive a clean bill of health from infected ports ; witness last case 
from Colon. This is the most important matter of all, and Costa Rica consuls should 
be instructed to be thoroughly strict in regard to issuing bills of health. 

Twelfth. At the present time we consider, Colon, Panama, Cartagena, Savanilla and 
Barranquilla as infected. With these ports we have frequent communication to our own 
risk. We therefore recommend disinfection of all baggage and effects from these ports, 
and that passengers therefrom for Limon be detained five days ; crews not to be allowed 
ashore. 
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Port Limon, Costa Rcca, September S, 1900. 

SlE : I beg to inform you that with the approval of the port physician, this authority 
has decided that all mail as well as baggage arriving at this port on the ships of your 
line shall be fumigated on the wharf, for which purpose a proper locality will be built. 

At the same time we beg you to inform your respective captains not to receive any 
passengers from infected ports, nor to allow any of the crew to come ashore, exception 
made of the captains and pursers, and not to receive any visitors on board until far- 
ther orders. 

Respectfully, J. M. Sandoval. 

The United Fbuit Company. 

CUBA. 

Reports from Gienfuegos, Casilda, and Santa Cruz del Sur — History of the 
case of yellow fever reported September 8. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, September 10, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended Septem- 
ber 8, 1900, 14 deaths have occurred in this city from the following 
causes : Tuberculosis, 4 ; paludism, 3 ; old age, 2 ; pernicious fever, 1 ; 
wounds, 1 ; enteritis, 1 ; inflammation of kidneys, 1 ; inflammation of 
orbir, 1. Of these, 1 death occurred in the civil hospital. Death rate, 
18.32. 

I have to submit the following brief report of the case of yellow fever 
reported by cable on the 8th instant : The patient, a Turkish woman, 
had been on the island for the past nine months, arriving here from 
Havana on August 31. She was seen and a diagnosis of yellow fever 
was made on the 7th instant, and on the following day was removed to 
the lazaretto. The house in which she lived was disinfected by the 
municipal authorities, bedding and other clothing burned. 

I was informed by the city health officer that, at the time of her re- 
moval to the lazaretto, the woman had been sick six or seven days ; 
consequently it can safely be assumed that she received the infection at 
Havana. 

During the week 10 vessels have been inspected at this port. Ten 
bills of health have been issued to outgoing vessels. The followiug 
baggage was disinfected at this station arriving from Batabano: 
Twenty-two trunks, 34 valises, 10 bundles clothing, and 9 boxes 
clothing. 

Casilda. — Dr. Alejandero Cantero's report not received on account of 
stormy weather, the vessel plying between this port and Casilda not 
making the ordinary trip. 

Santa Cruz del Sur. — Dr. Juan R. Xiques reports 1 death in that port 
during the week. No contagious diseases. Health of port good. 
Inspected 5 vessels during the week. 

Respectfully, F. E. Trotter, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine Hospital Service. 

Report of immigrants inspected at the port of Cienfuegos, Cuba, during the 

month of August, 1900. 

Total number of immigrants inspected, 4 ; number passed, 4 ; num- 
ber certified for deportation on account of dangerous contagious or 
loathsome diseases, or for other physical causes, none. 

F. E. Trotter, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



